[Purification of the glutamate decarboxylase from human brain].
A method of purifying the glutamate decarboxylase from human brain is described. The enzyme was purified 8 000 fold in regard to the initial homogenate and appears homogenous by electrophoresis, both in denaturing and non-denaturing conditions. The molecular weight of the native enzyme and its subunits indicate that GAD from human brain is formed by two similar if non identical polypeptide chains. The Km for glutamate and pyridoxal phosphate found for the human enzyme, respectively 1,2.10(-3) M and 0,13.10(-6) M, are close to the Km found for the Mouse enzyme.